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PICA presents

GOLD                     


Roderick Sprigg  
17 February – 3 April 2011
WA artist Roderick Sprigg is undertaking a mission to become a contemporary prospector
Dressed in a business suit from the waist up, reflective mining pants from the waist down and armed with a prospector’s cart, the GPX 5000 metal detector, a pickaxe and his video camera, Roderick Sprigg is heading in search of gold in the fertile landscape of Leonora, the historic heartland of the Western Australian Goldfields. 

As a modern-day prospector, the artist’s mission is both psychological and physical. He writes, “A young man, an isolated figure, is in search of what is readily available to anyone who searches. Soldiers, sailors, policemen, lawyers, aristocrats, the destitute and the desperate – even future prime ministers and presidents have their place in the Goldfields. Whether it is divine or humanistic, gold is symbolic of arrival - of financial, physical or spiritual completeness. A standard. The material has the power to allure and delude and bring its disciple to a fear of failure”.

For GOLD, his first major solo exhibition in a public gallery Roderick draws upon his rural upbringing and family history to present all new work in the form of films, sculptures and drawings, developed specifically for this project. GOLD will include the physical components he built or bought for his endeavour - the actual cart and metal detector as well as his findings from days spent alone in the bush. The exhibition will also feature a vertiginous mineshaft constructed from plywood, into which visitors will be invited to crawl. 

Roderick’s own father and uncle found and established the King of the Hills mine in Leonora, so the artist has literally followed in his family’s footsteps to create this new body of work. Motivated by creating connections with a larger community, the artist offered a unique public exchange opportunity, whereby he traded an hour of prospecting in exchange for an item, object or idea that a public trader deemed to be of equal value. Any loot or junk found in that time will become the property of the public trader. A selection of exchanged items and findings will become part of the exhibition. 
Laden with both personal and universal themes, GOLD invites us to contemplate the politics of masculinity and heroism and the driving forces of failure. Our perceived concepts of value and human labour are tested as Roderick takes us on his own maverick search for gold. 
Exhibition Information:
Curated by Leigh Robb. 

Free event

Opening: 6-8pm, Wednesday 16 February
Dates: 17 February – Sunday 3 April 2011

Opening hours: Tuesday to Sunday 11am – 6pm (excluding Mondays)

Venue: PICA, Westend Gallery

In Discussion: Roderick Sprigg and Sam Doctor

PICA Curator Leigh Robb leads a discussion with the two artists

Friday 18 February, 6pm (Free event)

Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) 

About the Artist

Roderick Sprigg was born in Merredin in 1979 and currently lives and works between Leonora and Mukinbudin. He is a multi-disciplinary artist whose process and community-based art practice is often concerned with the politics of masculinity in regional communities.

Sprigg received his Bachelor of Arts (Visual Art) from Curtin University in 2006, which included an exchange at the Ecole Nationale Superior d’Art in Dijon, France. Since graduating, the artist held a solo exhibition, Mechanical Nuisance at the Fremantle Art Centre (2008) and has also participated in numerous 

group exhibitions including The now recent past at Heathcote Museum & Gallery, WA (2010); Family Guy at Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery, NSW (2009); Occasional Tables, Craft Victoria, Melbourne, Vic (2008). Sprigg was selected for PRIMAVERA - the survey of emerging talent at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney (2009) and was also commissioned for Melbourne’s Next Wave Festival (2008). 

Sprigg has been the recipient of residencies at Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (2008), The Cannery, Esperance (2007) and has most and recently completed a residency based in Jakarta developing his new project at the Faculty of Art, Institut Kesenian Jakarta as part of IASKA’s cultural exchange program developed in partnership with the Jakarta Biennale.

For further information and print quality images please contact: 

Michele McDonald, Acting Communications Manager, PICA

(08) 9228 6307 or 0419 9254 15 or email: communications@pica.org.au

About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.

[image: image4.jpg]MeoiQ releqQse




A Perth International Arts Festival Event.
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