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PICA presents

John Gerrard  
17 February – 3 April 2011

First Australian show by leading Irish artist
The Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) in partnership with the Perth International Arts Festival and supported by Culture Ireland presents the first Australian solo exhibition by highly acclaimed Irish artist, John Gerrard.

Gerrard has fast gained international recognition for his innovative pieces, slowly orbiting scenes, often depicting stark agri-industrial landscapes, which he describes as ‘virtual sculptures’. These works, which appear astonishingly real, are entirely fabricated by the artist and his studio using the new temporal medium of Realtime 3D.

This focused survey of significant recent works by the artist is brought together and presented as large-scale projections on monolithic screens designed by the artist specifically for the vast galleries of PICA. The project allows Australian audiences to experience Gerrard’s critically engaging and timely virtual works for the first time. 

The exhibition features a series of meticulously fabricated works, including a pair depicting in chilling realism the infamous dust storms in Texas and Kansas during the 1930s, painstakingly recreated from archival images and anecdotal accounts of the events. Also on exhibition are a slice of an entire year of 24hr circumnavigations of a fully computerised pig farm in Oklahoma; and the relentless movement of a lone oil derrick in Colorado.

Principally used in video-gaming, Realtime 3D is particularly well suited to depict the desolate oil powered landscapes that make up this exhibition, as they themselves are constructed upon a wholly synthetic set of power and energy relationships. Since discovering the medium in the late 1990s, Gerrard has pursued his unique engagement with this form, creating eerily compelling virtual portraits, which extend the traditions of painting, photography, cinema and sculpture.

Gerrard’s works tread tentatively between fact and fiction and activate dialogues about our collective comprehension of the landscape in a rapidly changing world of surveillance, hyper-consumerism and virtual technology.  

Exhibition Information:
Curated by Leigh Robb.

Free event

Opening: 6pm-8pm, Wednesday 16 February 2011

Dates: 17 February – Sunday 3 April 2011

Opening hours: Tuesday to Sunday 11am – 6pm (excluding Mondays)

Venue: PICA Central Galleries

Illustrated Talk with John Gerrard
With an introduction by Margaret Moore, Visual Arts Manager, Perth International Arts Festival

Saturday 5 March, 6pm

Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA)

About the Artist
Born in Dublin in 1974, John Gerrard received a BFA from the Ruskin School of Drawing and Fine Art at Oxford University in 1997 and an MFA from the School of The Art Institute of Chicago in 2000. In 2009 he was a guest resident at the Rijksakademie van beeldende kunsten, Amsterdam.
Recent solo exhibitions of Gerrard’s work include Cuban School (Community 5th of October) at Simon Preston Gallery, New York; Thomas Dane Gallery, London (2010); Sow Farm: What You See is Where 
You're At, Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, Edinburgh (2010); Directions at Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington D.C and Animated Scene at the 53rd Venice Biennial Venice (2009), John Gerrard at Temple Bar Gallery and Studios, Dublin (2008) and Dark Portraits at Royal Hibernian Academy, Dublin (2006). Recent group exhibitions include The Fifth Genre, Gallery Lelong, New York, Invited EV+A, Limerick, Ireland and In-Finitum at Palazzo Fortuny, Venice.
John Gerrard’s upcoming solo projects for 2011 include Infinite Freedom Exercise, Manchester International Festival, Manchester, UK; Universal, Void Gallery, Derry, Northern Ireland and John Gerrard, Ivorypress, Madrid, Spain.
John Gerrard lives and works in Dublin, Ireland and Vienna, Austria and is represented by Simon Preston Gallery, New York and Thomas Dane Gallery, London. 

For further information and print quality images please contact: 

Michele McDonald, Acting Communications Manager, PICA

(08) 9228 6307 or 0419 9254 15 or email: communications@pica.org.au

About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.
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