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Hatched: National Graduate Show 2011

Dr Harold Shenberg Art Prize Winner Announced
Chloe Hughes has been announced the 2011 winner of the $35,000 Dr Harold Shenberg Art Prize for the Hatched National Graduate Show at PICA. The award was presented by Nick Dilorenzo, Dr Harold Schenberg  Bequest Trustee, at the exhibition opening of the exhibition in the main PICA galleries on Friday night.

"This prize gives one graduating artist an unparalleled opportunity to really launch their artistic career and find their voice without the financial pressures usually experienced by emerging artists" Dilorenzo said in his opening speech to the 1000- strong crowd. "It also carries with it the prestige of being recognised by respected industry professionals as an artist with enormous potential".

Chloe Hughes hails from the University of New South Wales and graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts with Honors in 2010. "I'm incredibly honored to be bestowed with this prize. Being selected in the show was special enough, but this is amazing". Hughes is a Sydney-based photographer and video artist. Her practice is preoccupied with various structural determinants within social life and art that both contour and enable human action and behaviour. Her work incorporates aesthetic interventions contrary to the usual ways in which the findings of the social sciences are presented and the way in which conventional documentaries are composed. In 2010, Hughes received a UNSW Honours Scholarship and completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours Class 1) at the College of Fine Arts, Sydney.

Her 17 minute high definition video Structures to move to (conversations on work), 2010 was judged to be a stand out in the collection of works by 35 different graduate artists. It is an introspective piece, exploring the way 3 different people interpret the work they do and what it means to their lives. "The work elicited an immediate response, it compelled them to spend time with it and prompted each of them to respond to it in different ways. It was an extremely professionally produced work with a refined visual language and a distinctive and individual approach. It had both conceptual rigour and clarity of communication and lead them to believe that this artist would most certainly have the potential to significantly further their artistic career.”" detailed Amy Barrett-Lennard, PICA Director and head of the judging panel.

The Hatched National Graduate Show has been presented exclusively by PICA for the last 20 years and features the best art school graduates from around Australia. The Dr Harold Shenberg Art Prize of $35,000 is in it's second year and is awarded to one outstanding Hatched artist to assist in the development of their practice.  

Chloe Hughes is available for interview. For further details please contact George Tsadilas on 9228 6300 or communications@pica.org.au. For more information, artist bios and images, click here.
Hatched runs from 16 April through to 5 June 2011. 
Exhibition Information:
Free event

Opening: 6pm-8pm, Wednesday 16 February 2011

Dates: 16 April – 5 June 2011

Opening hours: Tuesday to Sunday 11am – 6pm (excluding Mondays)

Venue: PICA All Spaces
About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.
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