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PICA presents

The Great Debate: A Spark_lab Event
5pm, 9 July 2011 – PICA Performance Space

PICA’s education program Spark_Lab, proudly presents The Great Debate  - a one-off special event in which students from Mount Lawley Senior High School face-off against outrageous puppets from improvisational group Fuppet to debate the question “Is Australia an Intolerant Society?” 

The Great Debate has been specifically designed to accompany and draw on the central themes of Brook Andrew’s immersive inflatable installation, The Cell, showing in PICA’s Central Galleries. Challenging local and global issues of race, cultural identity, consumerism and history, The Cell combines language and traditional designs from the artist’s Wiradjuri heritage with optical art patterns and pop art aesthetics to create a contradictory and fascinating interactive art experience. Building on and extending these themes, The Great Debate gives voice to bright young sparks (and some very rude puppets) to tackle broad notions of prejudice and intolerance in a high-energy and dynamic debate that is not to be missed.

Live music will be provided by youth band Huxley and audience members will have opportunities to participate in Q&A’s using Interactive Audience Keypad Technology. 

Students versus Fuppets, live music, and audience participation – The Great Debate offers a most thought-provoking and entertaining evening out. 

Book now to secure your ticket to this must attend event.
Information:
The Great Debate – Is Australia an Intolerant Society?

Arguing the Affirmative: The Mount Lawley Sparks
Arguing the Negative: The Fuppet Allstars
Debate Host: Damon Lockwood, Fuppet Creator

Performance: 5pm-6pm, Saturday 9 July 2011

Venue: PICA Performance Space

Tickets: Standard $15 / Concession $10

Bookings: Bookings are essential through pica.org.au or 9228 6300

About Spark_Lab
Spark_Lab, PICA's brand new schools' learning program, brings students and teachers up close and personal with contemporary artists, dancers, theatre makers, musicians and innovators across a wide range of other disciplines through a program of events, activities and on-line resources - all designed to ignite new ideas and build creative thinkers. Spark_Lab allows young people and their teachers to cultivate the values and culture of innovation and develop high levels of creativity, self-efficacy, energy, risk-propensity, leadership, resilience, tolerance of ambiguity, intuition and questioning. The program aims to investigate ways in which contemporary arts institutions can work with schools to educate for innovation.  
Spark_Lab has been informed by Growing Future Innovators, a ground-breaking research project conducted in partnership with Edith Cowan University’s Centre for Research in Entertainment, the Arts, Technology, Education and Communications (CREATEC) with assistance from Rio Tinto and the Fogarty Foundation.  

Spark_lab supporters:
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For further information and print quality images please contact: 

George Tsadilas, Communications Manager, PICA

(08) 9228 6307 or 0419 9254 15 or email: communications@pica.org.au

About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.
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