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PICA presents

Brook Andrew: The Cell
Opening: Friday 8 July, 2011, 6pm

Exhibition 9 July – 21 August 2011 / PICA Central Galleries

The Cell is a large-scale inflatable artwork by one of Australia's most exciting contemporary artists, Brook Andrew. Audiences are invited to enter the artwork and experience a period of physical interaction and quiet contemplation. Covered inside and out with striking Wiradjuri-op designs, audiences wear patterned costumes before crawling via a tunnel into The Cell’s cushioned interior.

"You are immediately transformed once you don a costume and enter The Cell," says Andrew. "It's like you become an inmate, a cellular astronaut or asylum seeker". Once inside, each 'inmate' has up to five minutes to interact with the installation and the other 'inmates'. People are free to exit The Cell at any time, a liberty not afforded to those who are incarcerated in prisons and detention centres around Australia and whose circumstances the artist highlights through this work.

The Cell creates an active and participatory space for social and political insight: an experience that goes far beyond passive viewing to stimulate critical thought and debate through the playful combination of the serious and the surreal. Andrew draws on his Wiradjuri heritage and contemporary optical patterns, pop art aesthetics and decorative strategies to create a space of over-stimulation and disorientation in which audiences assume the pivitol performative role. Entering The Cell is a sensation the artist has likened to being transported into Willy Wonka's eccentric and wonderful confectionary world in Roald Dahl's Charlie and the Chocolate Factory; an analogy that emphasises the somewhat hallucinogenic feeling of entering this space wearing an artwork patterned to match it.

Exhibition Details: 

Brook Andrew: The Cell 

Free Event 

Opening: 6pm-8pm, Friday 8 July 2011 

Dates: Saturday 9 July  – Sunday 21 August 2011 

Opening hours: Tuesday to Sunday 11am – 6pm (excluding Mondays) 

Venue: PICA Central Galleries

About the Artist:
Brooke Andrew graduated from University of Western Sydney with a Bachelor of Visual Arts in 1993 and University of NSW with a Master of Fine Art in 1999. He has had several solo exhibitions throughout Australia, UK and South East Asia and recently participated in a group exhibition as part of the 17th Biennale of Sydney. This is Brook Andrew's first solo show in Western Australia. The Cell has already wowed audiences throughout Australia and New Zealand and is sure to create memorable experiences for local audiences.

Media preview opportunities of The Cell are available from 7 July. Brook Andrew is available for interview and photo opportunities from 4 July – 8 July
For further information and print quality images please contact: 

George Tsadilas, Communications Manager, PICA

(08) 9228 6307 or 0419 9254 15 or email: communications@pica.org.au

Brook Andrew's The Cell: Commissioned by Sherman Contemporary Art Foundation, Sydney in association with Institute of Modern Art, Brisbane, 2010. Proudly supported by the Nelson Meers Foundation.
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About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.
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