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Sarah Elson phloem poética

Westend Gallery

12 February – 5 April 2010

PICA is pleased to announce a major solo exhibition by renowned Western Australian sculptor, Sarah Elson. Known for her delicate castings of small plants and insects, Elson has conceived her most expansive body of work yet, phloem poética; consisting of three new wall works with cast and resin-coated clover prickles, tansy flowers and curled eucalyptus leaves as well as an ambitious tailor-made installation for the space. 

On the occasion of this exhibition, alongside the intimate, spot-lit wall pieces, Sarah Elson is bringing her studio into the gallery. Responding to the vast stretch of the Westend, Elson has made a 9 metre-long table upon which she has condensed and displayed the last decade of her prolific practice. Upon this work bench / open vitrine, the artist has composed over 500 tiny metal and organic sculptures. 

The artist uses recycled gold, silver, copper and aluminium to cast plants and animal parts found and collected on walks with her family around Fremantle where the artist lives. In the process of casting, the original artefact is lost, burnt out in order to make a permanent relic of itself, but importantly, Elson also uses local balga tree resin to embalm certain objects, creating a personal collection of enduring originals and copies sourced from nature, carefully coated or cast. Her collection, both found and gifted to her, includes Fly-Traps, Golden cups, Kangaroo Paws (Anigozanthos), Protea pods, Banksia flowers, Duchman’s pipe flowers, silk moths, crickets, cicadas, cockroaches, and dragonflies – a vertitable, poetic ecology for the viewer to behold. 
The dichotomies of expansion and contraction, attraction and repulsion, intimacy and distance; and reflection and celebration are all bought into play through Elson’s extraordinary exhibition that must be seen first-hand to be experienced.

 - CONTINUES - 

Sarah Elson was born in 1971 and completed her Bachelor of Visual Arts with first class honours and her Graduate Dipoloma of Education at Curtin University of Technology, WA, followed by a Masters at Chelsea School of Design in London. The artist has had solo exhibitions at Galerie Düsseldorf, Perth in 2005 and 2007; and she has participated in numerous group shows including Yellow Vest Syndrome, Fremantle Arts Centre (2009); Staff Room, Moores Building, Fremantle; (2008); Sculpture by the Sea, Cottesloe (2006); Home Ground, Form, Perth, WA (2005); (shelf) (life), Perth International Arts Festival (2005); push, Moores Building, Fremantle (2004); Accomodation2, Brunstfield YHA, Edinburgh, Scotland (2003); Metal Element 6, Quadrivium, Sydney (2003); Into the Blue, Monash University Museum of Art, Melbourne (2002);  and Parallel Worlds, Perth International Arts Festival, IASKA - International Arts Space, Kellerberin, Australia (2002).

Elson has received a number of awards, including receiving the prestigious Samstag International Visual Arts Scholarship in 2001. She current works as a tutor at the Curtin University of Technolgy. She is represented in the John Curtin Gallery Art Collection and numerous private collections.
For further information including interview opportunities and print quality images please contact:
Georgia Malone, Communications Manager, PICA 

(08) 9228 6307 or communications@pica.org.au 
About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues. 
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‘THE VISUAL ARTS AND CRAFT STRATEGY

PICA's ongoing programs are primarily supported by an investment from the State of Western Australia through the Department of Culture and the Arts in association with Lotterywest, assistance from the Australian
Government through the Australia Coundil, its arts funding and advisory body. PICA is supported by the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.
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