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Rounds

Curator: Sarah Rowbottam

Artists: Neil Aldum, Rebecca Baumann, Tim Carter, Elise/Jürgen, Shannon Lyons, Bennett Miller, Sarah Rowbottam, George Egerton-Warburton 

Rounds is a ground-breaking exhibition featuring nine of Western Australia’s most exciting emerging artists who have radically engaged with the issues of peer influence and authorship through a unique production process. The artists were invited by Curator Sarah Rowbottam to make new art works over four demanding six-week cycles that took place over seven months. Each artist has made a new work in response to a work made in the previous cycle by another artist in the group. 

The results of this generative project of visual Chinese whispers are 29 individual yet related artworks that will be presented in an all-encompassing installation throughout PICA’s central galleries. 

The tight time frame of Rounds was demanding and in turn has challenged the way each artist usually works, extending their practice into unforeseen domains. Rules were bent and sometimes even broken along the way. From passing ideas over the phone and sending cryptic postcards in the mail, to installing mock-up artworks in a studio and emailing detailed spreadsheets – each artist has approached the Rounds process in starkly different ways. Subsequently, all have emerged with altered ways of thinking, communicating and producing art.

The works in Rounds include Neil Aldum’s three metre high interactive swinging structure; Rebecca Baumann’s exploding piñata; massive wooden targets by Shannon Lyons; a record player with multiple needles by Elise/Jürgen; a cabinet of exquisite drawings by Tim Carter; an instrumental foosball table by Sarah Rowbottam and lyrical text pieces by George Egerton-Warburton; as well as a full-room installation by Bennett Miller with regular Saturday afternoon appearances by Rolly the dog. 
To complement the exhibition, a significant 192-page, full-colour Rounds publication with images, artist interviews and critical essays will be launched at PICA on Friday 13 August. Contributing Western Australian writers include Christina Chau, Matthew Giles, Jessyca Hutchens, Katie Lenanton, Andrew Nicholls, Andrew Purvis, and Andrew Varano and Gemma Weston. 

Opening: 25 June, 6pm

Exhibition Dates: 26 June – 25 August 2010

Central Galleries, Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts
Public Programs

Tuesday 13 July, 6pm:  
Rounds After Hours 

Meet the artists evening and gallery tour led by Amy Barrett-Lennard

Friday 13 August, 6pm:  
Rounds Book Launch 

Rounds Artist biographies:

Neil Aldum graduated from Curtin in 2006 with a Bachelor of Arts (Art). He has exhibited in various shows within Perth, at Gallery East, Perth Galleries, Breadbox and Spectrum. He has also exhibited at the National Gallery of Australia, Canberra in 2003 as one of the state winners of the annual Sony Foundation Summer Scholarship. More recently he has shown his work at the Melbourne Art Fair 08. 

Rebecca Baumann completed a Bachelor of Fine Art at Curtin University of Technology in 2003. Her group exhibitions include Windows on William, Perth (2009); Linden1968, Linden Centre for Contemporary Arts, Melbourne (2008) and SILVER: ARTRAGE 25, Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (2008) and in April 2009 Rebecca held her first solo exhibition, From the beginning; one more time at Free Range Gallery, Perth. She was a recent recipient of the SOYA Award.
Tim Carter completed post-graduate studies in Art at Curtin University in 2007, receiving First Class Honours. Tim's work has featured in a number of exhibitions, including Long Distance Relationship (IASKA, 2007), For A Moment the Blissful Feeling of Being Able To See It All (Moores Building Contemporary Art Gallery, 2008), Cream of the Crop (Cannery Art Centre, Esperance, 2008) and The Building Show (399 Wellington Street, 2008). Tim shared a studio residency at PICA with Shannon Lyons in 2009. 

Bennett Miller is a sculptor and installation artist creating large-scale works. He has held solo exhibitions at the Breadbox Gallery (2003) and Canberra Contemporary Art Space (2007). He has also been included in two major Western Australian survey exhibitions, Silver 25 at the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts, and Linden1968 at the Linden Centre for Contemporary Arts in Melbourne. Bennett recently staged his ambitious Dachshund UN project for the Next Wave’s No Risk To Great Festival in Melbourne.
Elise/Jürgen met at art school in 2005 where their interest in technology and the body led them to work collaboratively on projects in 2006. Elise and Jürgen have exhibited collaboratively in a number of group exhibitions including: The Building Show at 399 Wellington St, Perth; Entre Poire et Frommage World Tour #2 at Interface Galerie, Dijon, France; Intimate Acts at PICA and Constellations at Fremantle Arts Centre. 

Shannon Lyons has a BA (Art) (First Class Honours) from Curtin University. She participated in the Fondazione Antonio Ratti Advanced Course in Visual Arts in Como, Italy (2004) and was a visiting scholar to the 'cole Nationale Supérieur d'Art de Dijon (ENSAD) (2007/08). She has participated in many group exhibitions including Surely We Will Be Confused, Ex-Ticosa, Como (2004); Tracce di un Seminario, Viafarini, Milan (2005); Open Door Policy, ENSAD, Dijon (2008); and Linden1968, Linden Centre for Contemporary Arts, St. Kilda (2008).  

Sarah Rowbottam is an emerging curator/ artist who completed a Double BA (Art) and (Communication and Cultural Studies) at Curtin University in 2006. She has exhibited in a number of group shows and accompanying publications including; 20÷10/2, Coastal Shelf (2009); Live@Woodside (2009); City of South Perth Art Awards, Heritage House (2009 & 08); First Page, Breadbox Gallery (2008); Iris Awards, Perth Centre for Photography (2007); The Love is My Velocity Cookbook I, Breadbox Gallery (2007); and, Fuji Film Site Unseen (2007), which toured Australia wide, and is a recent recipient of the JUMP National Mentoring Program.  
George Egerton-Warburton completed a BA (Fine Art) (Honours) at Curtin University in 2009. He has exhibited in numerous group shows including: Corso Aperto, San Francesco, Lake Como, Italy (2008); Fremantle Print Award, Fremantle Arts Centre (2008/09); 20x20, (touring) National Art School, Sydney RMIT, Melbourne; (2008); Public Improvisations, Fabrica Del Vapore/Careof, Milan (2008); Yellow vest syndrome, Fremantle Arts Centre (2009); and the Hatched National Graduate Show, PICA (2009).

For further information including interview opportunities with the artist and print quality images please contact:
Georgia Malone, Communications Manager, PICA 

(08) 9228 6307 or 0411 100 340 
communications@pica.org.au 
About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.
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‘THE VISUAL ARTS AND CRAFT STRATEGY

PICA's ongoing programs are primarily supported by an investment from the State of Western Australia through the Department of Culture and the Arts in association with Lotterywest, assistance from the Australian
Government through the Australia Coundil, its arts funding and advisory body. PICA is supported by the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.
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