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Renowned dance artist comes to Perth
The Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts is pleased to welcome Martin del Amo to Perth for three performances only of his latest solo show, It’s a Jungle Out There. This work premiered in 2009 at the Campbelltown Arts Centre, and PICA has secured a season as part of a national tour throughout February and March. 

 ‘With his unique gift for storytelling, Martin del Amo is gaining a reputation as one of the country’s leading independent dance artists.’  DANCE AUSTRALIA

It’s a Jungle Out There is a poignant and darkly funny exploration of the modern city as an ever-changing organism, performed through the artist’s unique fusion of dance and spoken text. Del Amo conjures a world in which sprawling suburbs collide with glitzy tourist attractions and the formality of the city grid. Physical relentlessness caused by over stimulation alternates with personal stories and poetic moments.
Del Amo has created an exciting, intimate and multi-layered work. It has cross art form appeal for those interested in dance, contemporary performance, storytelling and new music. His stories are inspired by childhood fears, peculiar phenomenon or psychological states that take us to uncanny yet strangely familiar places.

‘Martin del Amo runs his own race as a performer, offering hour-long solos of personal and universal material delivered in movement and words. His latest is characteristically imaginative, direct and tightly edited, engaging the audience with the familiar yet provoking thoughts beyond everyday experience.’        

Jill Sykes, The Sydney Morning Herald; 29 June, 2009

It’s a Jungle Out There includes an experimental electronica composition played live by del Amo’s key collaborator, composer Gail Priest. This special collaboration is also shared with lighting designer Travis Hodgson and designer Paul Matthews.

It’s a Jungle Out There 

PICA Performance Space

Thursday 18 – Saturday 20 March, 7.30pm

Duration: 60mins no interval 

Price: Standard $30 / Art Addicts $25 / Concession $20

Bookings: PICA on 9228 6300 or pica.org.au 

Join the artists following the performance on Friday 19 March for a free talk about the project. 
This performance is one of the first in PICA’s newly refurbished Performance Space, including brand new comfortable seating. The seating in the performance space is now reserved, so patrons are encouraged to book early to get the best seat. 
For further information including interview opportunities and print quality images please contact:
Georgia Malone, Communications Manager, PICA 

(08) 9228 6307 or communications@pica.org.au 
About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.

- CONTINUES - 

MARTIN DEL AMO, originally from Germany, is a Sydney-based dancer and choreographer. His solo works include It’s a Jungle Out There (2009), Never Been This Far Away From Home (2007) and Under Attack (2005), all of which received significant critical acclaim. In 2005, Martin was nominated for an Australian Dance Award as Best Male Dancer. He also received nominations as Most Outstanding Dancer in Dance Australia Magazine’s annual Critics’ Survey three years running (2004–06). Martin regularly teaches for a wide range of dance organizations and companies and has extensively worked as mentor and consultant on projects initiated by young and emerging artists. In recent years, he has extended his practice into choreographing group works. They include Stored/Restored as part of Reverb (1) (Melbourne Fringe, 2009), The Reset Quintet (DirtyFeet, 2009) and Mountains Never Meet (LINK, Perth, 2008). Martin’s work has toured nationally and internationally (UK, Japan). Martin’s continued interest is in the interplay between dance and spoken text and the use of improvisation within predetermined structures.

GAIL PRIEST is a Sydney-based sound artist, writer and curator. Originally trained in the performing arts, the core of her practice is in sound design for dance and contemporary performance, frequently playing the sound scores live. Recent works include Martin del Amo's solo dance works It’s a Jungle Out There (2009), Never Been This Far Away From Home (2007), Under Attack (2005) and Unsealed (2004). She also worked on Version1.0's This Kind of Ruckus (2009), Deeply Offensive and Utterly Untrue (2007) and Wages of Spin (2005). Gail also performs live electro-improvisation, performing at events and festivals across Australia such as Liquid Architecture, and has been commissioned to make live and recorded works for ABC Radio, Continuum Sax and The Historic Houses Trust. In 2006 she released her debut CD Imaginary Conversations in Reverberant Rooms, which was included in the listening stations of Transmediale 2007 in Berlin. In 2008, Gail undertook an exchange residency in Tokyo to create a sound work for the exhibition Diorama of a City at Tokyo WonderSite, which was also exhibited at Artspace Sydney in March 2009. Gail also is the editor of Experimental Music: Audio Explorations in Australia published by the UNSW Press November 2008.

The presentation of It’s a Jungle Out There was commissioned by Campbelltown Arts Centre where it premiered in June 2009. Its development was supported by the Australia Council, the Australian Government’s arts funding and advisory body and the Department of Art, Sport and Recreation through Arts NSW. It was further assisted by Performance Space, the Department of Performance Studies at the University of Sydney and Ausdance NSW. The remount and tour of It’s a Jungle Out There is supported by the Australia Council and produced by Performing Lines. Presenting partners, along with Performance Space, are Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) and Dancehouse in Melbourne. 

Martin del Amo is supported by Managing and Producing Services NSW - a joint initiative supported by the Australia Council, the Australian Government’s arts funding and advisory body and by the Department of the Arts, Sport and Recreation as reciprocated by Arts NSW.
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‘THE VISUAL ARTS AND CRAFT STRATEGY

PICA's ongoing programs are primarily supported by an investment from the State of Western Australia through the Department of Culture and the Arts in association with Lotterywest, assistance from the Australian
Government through the Australia Coundil, its arts funding and advisory body. PICA is supported by the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.
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