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IGNACIO URIARTE (Germany/Spain)
The Invention of Letters

PICA is pleased to present the first Australian presentation of work by Berlin-based artist Ignacio Uriarte. His video work The History of the Typewriter Recited by Michael Winslow (2009) features the actor and comedian Michael Winslow (famous for his role in the slapstick Police Academy movies and his ability to orally mimic any sound) closely filmed in a studio, recording an oral history of the typewriter. The title of the work also dictates its content as the title phrase is typed repeatedly on 32 different, unseen typewriters whose idiosyncratic keystrokes, glitches and carriage shifts are mimicked by Winslow. Nearly every model of typewriter from the 1880s to the 1980s is sampled, allowing the viewer to contemplate a century of war correspondence, manifestoes, literary classics and private love letters. 

In a recent review in Frieze magazine (April 2010), Max Andrews writes ‘with The History of the Typewriter.., which tellingly culminates with the sounds of a machine from 1983, the year before the arrival of the first home computer with a graphical interface, Uriarte has created a work of new pathos, humour and complexity’. 

To complement this work, Uriarte has created seven prints on paper for PICA that each depict one of the seven font types installed in 90% of all Macs and PCs worldwide today including Arial, Times New Roman and Courier New. The prints show the character of each font type as Uriarte has typed out the full alphabet in an optically mesmeric composition. The artist writes that these fonts are ‘not necessarily the most beautiful but that for different historical, and mostly entrepreneurial reasons shape the visual appearance of what we see and read today when we turn on a computer’.

The Invention of Letters brings together a significant film and a new suite of works on paper by Uriarte that begin a prescient dialogue between analogue and digital, audio and text which takes place across a century, but looks into the future of the written word.
Opening: Friday, 25 June, 6pm

Exhibition Dates: 26 June – 25 August 2010

Screen Space

Sunday 27 June, 2.30pm

Curator Talk

PICA’s Curator Leigh Robb will speak about the works in Uriate’s exhibition, which follows an artist talk with Bevan Honey at 2pm in the Westend Gallery.

Ignacio Uriarte was born 1972 in Krefeld, Germany and lives and works in Berlin. He currently has a solo show at Galerie Feikost, Berlin, is part of the group exhibition Drawing Time, Ensemble Poirel, Metz; and is participating in upcoming solo exhibitions at Vierter Stock, Berlin and the Kunstverein Arnsberg. Ignacio’s work is in public collections of La Panera, Lleida; CAM, Alicante; ARTIUM, Vitoria; Fundación Marcelino Botín, Santander; MUSAC, León, Colección Jumex, Mexico City; and the FRAC Piemonte.

Ignacio Uriarte is represented by Galerie Feinkost, Berlin and Nogeuras Blanchard, Barcelona.

For further information including phone interview opportunities with the artist and print quality images please contact:

Georgia Malone, Communications Manager, PICA 

(08) 9228 6307 or communications@pica.org.au 
About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.
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‘THE VISUAL ARTS AND CRAFT STRATEGY

PICA's ongoing programs are primarily supported by an investment from the State of Western Australia through the Department of Culture and the Arts in association with Lotterywest, assistance from the Australian
Government through the Australia Coundil, its arts funding and advisory body. PICA is supported by the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.
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