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Bevan Honey

Your Reference to More Gracious Living

PICA is proud to present leading Western Australian artist Bevan Honey in a solo exhibition in the Westend Gallery. Honey presents an ambitious new body of work that interrogates cycles of boom and bust, failed building projects and consumerist fetishes. With a title that refers to Australian Better Homes and Gardens magazines of the 60s and 70s, Honey’s latest exhibition builds on his interest in modernist utopias. He unpacks the culture of the commodity and questions the value of the objects we surround ourselves with in the 21st century. 

Central to the show is a powerful, yet futile one-wheeled 'burn-out' machine designed by Bevan Honey and made in collaboration with a mechanical engineer. Burn-out Machine (State Dependent Memory) (2010) will spin out on the gallery floor drawing a concentric circle in black rubber. Recalling the likes of Anthony McCall’s famous film A Line Describing a Cone (1973) and Robert Morris’s A Box with the Sound of it’s own making (1961), Honey’s meta-machine shares the conceptual clarity and inventiveness of these historic works.  At the same time Honey’s mark-making contraption references the socio-economic sub-culture of hoons and petrol heads. 

Other works in Honey’s exhibition include a line drawing with builder’s blue chalk; and colour saturated photographs of the artist’s blurred backyard in a palette sampled on the Holden Commodore’s recently launched retro paint car colours. For months Honey has also been collecting cardboard architectural models of unrealised buildings that he has developed into an unruly composition, poignantly visualising recent housing crashes. Using minimalist tropes of repetition and referencing modernist wall-paper designs, in Knit one purl one (2010) Honey has created a stunning installation with dismantled wooden Cray pots that stretches over ten metres and wraps around the gallery walls.
With Your Reference to More Gracious Living Bevan Honey has quite dramatically expanded his own drawing practice to produce a complex show that compels viewers to consider multiple histories – from art history to the economic history of the state and how these continue to inform the way we live and consume. 

Opening: Friday 25 June, 6pm

26 June – 25 August 2010

Westend Gallery, Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts

Sunday 27 June, 2pm

Artist Talk with Bevan Honey
Westend Gallery

Following this talk at 2.30pm, join PICA’s Curator Leigh Robb in the Screen Space where she will discuss the work in Ignacio Uriate’s exhibition.

- CONTINUES - 

Bevan Honey was born in Perth in 1968 and has a Bachelor of Arts and Post-Graduate Diploma in Printmaking from Curtin University of Technology. His solo exhibitions have included RDO Galerie Dusseldorf, WA (2009); plane Monash University Gallery, VIC (2006); project Galerie Dusseldorf, WA (2006); love is blind Canberra Biennial of Art & Architecture, Parliament Triangle, ACT (2005); SPLIT The New Tinsheds Gallery, University of Sydney, NSW (2004) and 1999 Wood Cuts & Charcoals Fremantle Arts Centre, Fremantle WA (1999). 

Honey has also participated in a number of group shows including Yellow Vest Syndrome Fremantle Arts Centre (2009); Innovators 4: Linden 1968 Linden Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne (2008); The Bon Scott Project Fremantle Arts Centre (2008); 30 Years Galerie Dusseldorf Galerie Dusseldorf (2006); and Place where three dreams cross Plimsoll Gallery, University of Tasmania (2005) and Mixed Tape The Art Gallery of Western Australia (2003).
For further information including interview opportunities and print quality images please contact:
Georgia Malone, Communications Manager, PICA 

(08) 9228 6307 or communications@pica.org.au 
About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.
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‘THE VISUAL ARTS AND CRAFT STRATEGY

PICA's ongoing programs are primarily supported by an investment from the State of Western Australia through the Department of Culture and the Arts in association with Lotterywest, assistance from the Australian
Government through the Australia Coundil, its arts funding and advisory body. PICA is supported by the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.



