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PICA presents

Alternating Currents: Japanese Art After March 2011
Opening: Friday 11 November, 2011, 6.30pm

Exhibition: 12 November – 31 December 2011 / PICA All Spaces

Alternating Currents: Japanese Art after March 2011 is a major exhibition presented by PICA and the Japan Foundation that shows how Japanese artists of today are engaging with communities and reflecting on the effects of the earthquake and tsunami that devastated their country in March 2011.

A kaleidoscope of colour and energy, the exhibition will take over the entire PICA building and spill out into the Perth Cultural Centre. The artists have responded to the curatorial premise of 'currents' and in many cases encourage active participation from the local community. Audiences will be invited to taste a ‘local delicacy’ at Yellow Cake Street, experience a giant board game, participate in a double orchestra concert, walk across coal to create an audio-sensorial experience and contribute ideas to the International Conference for the Reconstruction of Japan.

This landmark exhibition, a Perth exclusive, is sponsored by Major Partner Allens Arthur Robinson.
For further information go to pica.org.au. For hi-res images and interview requests, please contact George Tsadilas, Communication Manager at communications@pica.org.au.
Exhibition Details: 

Alternating Currents: Japanese Art After March 2011

Artists: Yukio Fujimoto, Taro Izumi, Yuko Mohri, Nadegata Instant Party, Otomo Yoshihide and Sakiko Sugawa (hanare). 
Curators: Azusa Hashimoto, Jaime Pacena II and Leigh Robb.
Free Event 

Opening: 6.30pm, Friday 11 November 2011 

Dates: Saturday 12 November  – Saturday 31 December 2011 

Opening hours: Tuesday to Sunday 11am – 6pm (excluding Mondays), extended hours: 9th and 16th December 11am – 9pm. Closed Christmas Day.

Venue: PICA All Spaces

About the Artists:

YUKIO FUJIMOTO / Exhibiting in PICA's Westend Gallery.

Born in 1950 in Nagoya. Lives in Osaka.

Sound and installation artist.

Studied Musicology at Osaka University of Arts, Japan. Graduating in 1975.

Since the 1980's Yukio Fujimoto has been interested in creating new ways to hear sounds. For his project in PICA's Westend Gallery, he has covered the floor with coal and invites visitors to walk across it. By asking us to do much more than just seeing an object, Fujimoto creates a complex audio-visual-sensorial and phenomenological experience, something that has been at the heart of his career for over forty years.

TARO IZUMI / Exhibiting in PICA's Central Galleries.

Born in 1976 in Nara. Lives in Tokyo.

Video, installation and performance artist. 

In 2007, Izumi completed a Masters in Oil Painting at Tama Art University, Japan.

Taro Izumi often creates situations or games that are absurd in sentiment yet become substantial interventions into space, offering all new systems for thinking about life, chance and fate. His 200m squared installation is a gigantic sugoroku board game. Part performance, part documentary, this very engaging work shows that the throw of the dice can lead one into uncharted and messy territories.

YUKO MOHRI / Exhibiting in PICA Studio 2.

Born 1980. Lives in Tokyo. 

Installation artist working with and kinetic sculpture, sound and drawing.

Completed a Bachelor of Arts at Tama Art University in 2004. 

Completed Masters at Tokyo National University of Art and Music in 2006.

Yuko Mohri was in a punk band before she chose to look at 'slowness' as an alternative to loud, fast, public performances. For PICA, she has created an intimate slow moving environment comprising reams of paper, mechanically operated blinds and strange new instruments activated by sensors to get lost within.

NADEGATA INSTANT PARTY / Exhibiting in the PICA Bar using four external spaces.

A collective of three young performance and new media artists.

Nakazaki Toru lives in Ibaraki, and Yamashiro Daisuke and Noda Tomoko live in Tokyo.

Presenting Yellow Cake Street, the Nadegata Instant Party (NIP) will be transforming the PICA Bar into an communal and open public space where by the artists and a group of trained PICA staff and volunteers will be selling yellowcake. The space will essentially be operated as a café, opening during the hours of 11am until 6pm from Tuesday through to Sunday, where by patrons visiting the gallery and also the general public passing through the Cultural Centre will be able to come into Yellow Cake Street and purchase a coffee and a piece of yellow cake. The founding premise for the show however does not lie within the buying and selling of coffee and cake. Rather, the cafe serves as a means for the public to interact with and engage with PICA and the artistic practices of the NIP. The very process of engagement and communal interaction with the public is a fundamental component for the NIP's practice.

OTOMO YOHSIHIDE / Exhibiting in PICA Screen Space 
Concert in the Urban Orchard in the Perth Cultural Centre.

Born 1959 in Yokohama. Lives in Tokyo. 

Music composer, guitarist and installation artist.

Otomo Yohshihide is credited with being one of the most adventurous sound creators of the Tokyo and international music scene since the 1980's. Bringing his experimental and collaborative sound scapes to Perth, he will create and then conduct a Double Orchestra made up of local musicians. The work will culminate in an extraordinary public concert on Saturday 10 December. This concert is born out of his recent project in Fukushima and calls attention to the situation in Japan.

SAKIKO SUGAWA / Exhibiting in Gallery Three.

Born in 1978, Kyoto. 

Organiser and social activist.

Sakiko Sugawa is a founding member of hanare and Social Kitchen in Kyoto and is an independent director/organizer of cultural and educational programs. She also conducts media art projects that are connected with social and political issues.

International Conference on Reconstruction of Japan (ICRJ)
Taking place over 4 nights at PICA, Sakikio Sugawa (JPN), in collaboration with San Francisco-based artist, Keith Pasko and Perth-based social activist and artistic director, Sam Fox of Hydra Poesis, will present a series of dinners concerning the Tohoku-Kanto earthquake and tsunami and Fukushima nuclear disaster. 

For further information and print quality images please contact: 

George Tsadilas, Communications Manager, PICA

(08) 9228 6307 or 0419 9254 15 or email: communications@pica.org.au

This significant exhibition is presented by PICA and the Japan Foundation, with the support of Major Partner Allens Arthur Robinson.
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About the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 

Housed in a centrally located, iconic heritage building in Perth’s Cultural Centre, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is a place where visitors can experience the work of local, Australian and international artists working in the areas of visual, performing, new media and hybrid arts.

Through a year-round program of exhibitions, performances, screenings, studios, publications and a range of interdisciplinary projects, PICA seeks to promote the contemporary arts while stimulating critical discussion about the arts and broader cultural issues.
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