Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts
Artistic Proposal Guidelines

The Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) is one of Australia's leading centres for the development and presentation of contemporary art.

Housed in a large and striking heritage building in the heart of Perth, Western Australia, PICA is the city's focal point for those wishing to experience the best of Australian and international visual, performing and cross-disciplinary art.

PICA is both a producing and presenting institution that runs a year round program of changing exhibitions, seasons in contemporary dance, theatre, music and live art as well as a range of interdisciplinary projects. 

PICA's key aim is to promote, support and present contemporary arts and to stimulate critical discussion around the arts and broader cultural issues. Providing a site for experimentation, critical analysis, discussion and debate is fundamental to its charter. 
From 2012 PICA will be slightly changing the way it programs. It will be collapsing formerly divided programming areas, such as visual arts and performance, into an annual series of contemporary arts projects that create defining moments for artists, art forms and audiences. PICA will focus its resources on projects that make the most difference; those that make a significant impact and that connect artists with other artists and artists with audiences.
In addition to presenting in-house developed programs and projects PICA welcomes proposals for studio residencies, creative developments and/or the presentation of new work in and around PICA. Please read carefully the Proposal Rationale and Guidelines to assist you in making contact with us.

Proposal Rationale
With limited resources available to engage with unsolicited proposals, we particularly welcome those which have some degree of producing and/or financial support attached – or the potential for such support. This might be by way of development and/or presentation grants, partnering organizations, funded professional development initiatives or the like.

We welcome proposals from individuals or artistic teams that push the boundaries of their genre, are conceptually, formally or technologically ambitious and which contribute to current cultural or art form developments.

We consider all such proposals in the context of our endeavour to provide a rich, varied and high quality program.

Guidelines

In sending a proposal to PICA, we ask for the following:

· One A4 page synopsis of your work including why you want to work with PICA on this particular idea or project. We are especially interested in what you believe a collaboration with PICA will bring to your work and why. We would like to hear about the form as well as the content of your work and what sort of impact you think it might have on audiences and other artists. 
· A one page bio or CV for proposals from individual artists or one-paragraph biographical notes for each artist involved in a group proposal.

· Support Material up to 10 images of previous work with an image list or up to 2 youtube or vimeo links. 

All of the above should be presented in an 11-font single-sided format and emailed no later than the due date.  

Selection

In receiving a proposal, PICA will undertake the following:

An email acknowledging receipt will be sent to you. Each proposal will be read or viewed internally by the artistic team and may be sent out for external peer assessment. If PICA has an interest in the project, we will notify you within two months of the receipt of the proposal. We may ask for additional information at this time.  If your proposal is not successful you will also hear from us within this period.

Timelines for project development and presentation are dependent on the nature of the work, what it requires for production and the programming schedule at any given time.

Please note that due to time and resource limitations we make no commitment to provide feedback on proposals not shortlisted for consideration.

Dates

The next Deadline for proposals is:

21 November 2011 
All proposals should be sent to:  business@pica.org.au

